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       Energy Efficiency 
           Rating FACT Sheet 
 

 

QUICK FACTS 
 Sellers of residential properties are required to provide an Energy Efficiency Rating (EER) to 

potential buyers. (This is known as mandatory energy efficiency disclosure.) 
 The EER forms part of the Sale Contract and must be published in all advertising material  
 The EER rating system uses computer simulations to assess the potential thermal comfort of 

your home. The more stars, the less likely the occupants need cooling or heating to stay 
comfortable. 

 The ACT Government has two systems in place for Energy Ratings: 
- one is for new homes - (2nd Generation Software) and  
- one is for established homes – (1st Generation Software) 

Residential Reports (and all other companies preparing reports for the sale of a 
property) uses 1st Generation Software. 

 The consumption of energy in the home for heating, cooling, hot water or lighting and other 

appliances IS NOT considered when calculating the EER rating. 

 Many aspects of solar passive designs are also not able to be accounted for in 1st Generation 
Software. 

WHAT IS RATED?  
The rating is dependent on: 

 Layout of the home 
 Construction of its roof, walls, windows and floor 
 Wall, floor and ceiling insulations 
 Orientation of windows and shading of the sun's path and local breezes 
 Influence of the local climate 

 

WHY IS THERE A DISCREPANCY BETWEEN MY OLD EER AND MY NEW EER?  
 Increasingly, in a number of circumstances particularly where new homes have been rated 

using 2nd generation software and are being offered for sale where the rating must be 
conducted using 1st generation software, there can be a significant variation between the two 
ratings:  
- 1st generation software rates to 6 stars 
- 2nd generation software may rate up to 10 stars 

 ACT Legislation currently PROHIBITS Inspectors from assuming insulation values which may 
have been the case previously. Documented proof or access for a visual sighting is now 
required to verify the existence and rating of insulation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Further information is available via the Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate  
http://www.planning.act.gov.au/topics/design_build/design-and-siting/energy_ratings   

When you engage Residential Reports to complete your EER you have 
the peace of mind of knowing the Inspector undertaking your 
assessment is licensed in the ACT as a Class A Energy Assessor and 
your Energy Rating is calculated using software approved by the ACT 
Government. 


