
Amosite Asbestos

Considered to be the second-most hazardous type of asbestos, amosite

– or “brown” – asbestos was mined primarily in South Africa, though

commercial production of this variety of asbestos was halted in the last

10 years and the mineral is no longer mined. A member of the

amphibole group of asbestos types, amosite is characterized by long,

thin fibers that are brittle and break off easily, therefore prompting

inhalation.

For much of the 20th century, amosite was the second most prevalent

type of asbestos material found in building materials, though it ranked far

behind chrysotile asbestos for such uses. Records show that

approximately 5 percent of all asbestos used in commercial buildings or

factories was, at one time, of the amosite variety.

Amosite asbestos was used mostly in the manufacture of thermal

insulation products and was also used in the production of acoustic and

anti-condensation material. However, use of this highly friable, easily

crumbled form of asbestos is now outlawed in most countries due to its

high level of toxicity.


